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Biodiversity Working Group 
National Trust Warren Farm Barns, Mickleham 

 

Wednesday 29th June 2016 10:00-13:00 

Minutes 

 1. 

 

Present: 

Mike Waite (Chair/Surrey Wildlife Trust); Simon Elson (Surrey CC); Mike Coates (RSPB); Dave Page 

(Elmbridge BC); Debbie Cousins (Environment Agency); Stewart Cocker (Epsom & Ewell BC); Pete 

Howarth (Epsom & Ewell BC); Rod Shaw (Mole Valley DC); Cheryl Brunton (Runnymede BC); Ann Sankey 

(Surrey Botanical Society); Peter Winfield (Runnymede BC); Gail Jeffcoate (Butterfly Conservation); Helen 

Cocker (Surrey Countryside Partnership). Guest speaker - Harry Clarke (Effingham Neighbourhood Plan) 
 

Apologies: 

Georgina Terry (Natural England); Marie Killip (Tandridge DC); John Edwards (Surrey CC); Alistair Kirk 

(Surrey Biodiversity Information Centre); Jim Jones (Surrey Wildlife Trust); Sarah Jane Chimbwandira 

(Surrey Nature Partnership/SWT); Francesca Taylor (Environment Agency); Hendryk Jurk (Guildford BC) 

2a. The minutes of the meeting 16th March 2016 were agreed Action 

2b. Matters Arising: 

JE is presently setting a date to take the protocol for Sites of Nature Conservation 

Importance (SNCI) selected outside Local Plan timetables to the (all-Surrey) Planning 

Working Group for discussion and agreement.  

HJ was not present to report back on Guildford planners requiring help to understand 

national guidance & status underpinning SNCI. 

AK has started to draw up a brief for the revision of Surrey SNCI Selection Guidelines. 

MW – The Wildlife Trusts is pressing Natural England at high-level to incorporate SNCI 

within priority targeting of the Countryside Stewardship grant. Conditional to this NE 

wants full data on Local Wildlife Sites but is no longer funding LRCs, leading to an impasse 

on progressing this. Generic landowner advice leaflet on good stewardship of SNCI now 

available (pdf on Dropbox here). 

BOA Policy Statements & guidance in planning. SWT/SCC presently providing a 

re-run of ‘Biodiversity & Planning’ lunch-time roadshows (Waverley BC completed, 

Elmbridge BC due in September). Ken Anckorn (SWT) actively approaching all 

boroughs/districts. Biodiversity Opportunity Areas (BOA) are strongly 

promoted/recommended here.  
BOA Policy Statements and Maps – all now available on SNP website, however the Low 

Weald and River BOAs still lack their overview maps, pending completion by SBIC.  

Former Surrey BAP Habitat Action Plans. SJC has not been keen to sanction 

recommended action from 16/03 (ie. to make précised HAPs available on SNP website). 

Instead has proposed for the website to host a clear statement closing off all future 

ambiguity, plus incorporation of BAP achievements and actions tables within the 

forthcoming Surrey State of Nature Report. All expressed concern here, reiterating 

regret over loss of this valuable reference material; GJ reported that the Chalk Grassland 

HAP-group had met relatively recently, and had even revised the HAP, ie. still ‘in use’. 

MW agreed to discuss further with SJC (absent); GJ to forward revised Chalk Grassland 

HAP. SE felt it critical for the HAP content to be web-referable somewhere. 

 

 
JE 
 

 
HJ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
AK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MW 
GJ 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/oa7uhpjgiw0djdq/lws_online_version_pdf_15184.pdf?dl=0
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BOA Objectives. Countryside Stewardship Facilitation Fund bid for landowner advice 

officer in the Mid Surrey Downs; unknown if successful? MW to check. 

Re-wilding in Surrey? SE is exploring this approach and will produce a guidance 

document. Would it happen naturally or be by re-introductions? Jay Doyle (FC) has 

communicated possibility of suitable sites for Beaver reintroduction, for further 

discussion. AS referred to an article in British Wildlife on Knepp Castle Estate re-wilding 

project. 

Tree parasites and diseases. No progress on the tree nursery accreditation scheme. 
JE has drafted a recommended model planning condition to regulate landscaping 

specifications to trees of native provenance, or quarantining trees from abroad (see 

Appendix 1). This should be a national initiative. Would be difficult to enforce, but no less 

important to impose. 

MW 
 

 

 

 

 

3. State of Nature in Surrey report 

Intention is to publish by end of 2016. MW is the primary author. For the species 

element he has begun to research and draft lists for several groups and is in 

communication with some county recorders for further verification. There is the 

complication here however that the Surrey SoN will address the admin. county and not 

simply VC17. Spelthorne BC falls beyond this (within VC21 Middlesex), and the south-

west Greater London authorities must be excluded. The aim is to generate lists of 

‘species of conservation concern’, to reflect losses/unassisted gains to our native 

biodiversity (ie. where land management in Surrey theoretically has a role in its status, 

thus ruling out rare vagrants and passage migrants). Draft lists already cover all 

vertebrates (relatively easy!), lower plants, and of the invertebrates; butterflies and larger 

moths, Odonata, Orthoptera, Hymenoptera (except wasps), Mollusca, and with a start 

being made on the Coleoptera. This last group has especially exposed the length of time 

required for this approach. The habitats analysis is still at an early research stage and 

requires further discussion with SBIC. The group’s comments included; 

SC - perhaps should aim to cover certain groups and not necessarily attempt to be 

completist, or be ‘live’ to allow for later additions. Purpose - is the intention for the SoN 

to conclude as a springboard for action? Important for it to do so. AS - needs to be 

interpretative, ie. not just a record of species presence/absence in the county. HClarke - 

should include changes in diversity and abundance. Which ones are we in danger of 

losing? MW replied that species will be applied an estimated status ‘trend’ as stable, 

declining or increasing. GJ - will it include new colonisers? MW confirmed it would. HC - 

will it highlight isolated populations? MW confirmed that included attributes such as 

Surrey status and egs. of edge-of-national range would help here. AS mentioned 

existence of a recent BSBI article on plants that are isolated with limited dispersal abilities. 

Need for a Surrey SoN came from SJC and the SNP Board and is intended to be used 

strategically, but clearly will also be useful at the borough level. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Identifying and Mapping Wildlife Corridors 

Guest speaker Harry Clarke (county butterfly recorder) gave an interesting and 

informative presentation on a mapping project undertaken for inclusion in Effingham 

parish’s Neighbourhood Plan (see Dropbox link here). The four steps to identifying and 

mapping wildlife corridors were to identify protected sites, relevant habitats (in this case 

deciduous woodland and grassland), stepping stones and wildlife corridors. 

Some essential research into the theory of wildlife corridors revealed the following 

aspirational characteristics: 100m wide minimum; be composed of effective habitat, eg. 

species-rich hedgerows; minimise gaps and barriers; avoid existing built development; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/fdppjifzny2gevl/Effingham%20Wildlife%20Corridors.pptx?dl=0
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minimise amount of cultivated land; seek to minimise distance between stepping stones; 

multiple (inter-linked) routes better than single routes. Advice sought from Natural 

England and SWT. 

National Planning Policy Framework paragraph 117 defines both Wildlife corridors and 

Stepping stones as ‘land uses’ for protection in planning; “..planning policies should: identify 

and map components of the local ecological networks, including the hierarchy of international, 

national and locally designated sites of importance for biodiversity, wildlife corridors and stepping 

stones that connect them and areas identified by local partnerships for habitat restoration or 

creation [ie. BOA]. Here Harry Clarke has attempted a thus-far unique identification of 

the important route-ways within/between relevant BOA, for recognition in the Effingham 

Neighbourhood Plan and ultimately the new emerging Guildford Local Plan, which is why 

Guildford BC has taken a strong interest in this potentially precedential exercise. 

Various related strategic planning matters were discussed, inc. 
SC - Epsom & Ewell BC’s Local Plan-related Green Belt review will only use the original 

Green Belt function criteria, ie. biodiversity per se. will not be included. [But note: from 

Biodiversity & Planning in Surrey, May 2014; “Green belt is a planning designation derived 

from Government policy and defined by local authorities to control urban growth. One of the 

stated purposes of Green belt designation is safeguarding the countryside from encroachment, 

while a key benefit is to secure nature conservation interests..”; and see NPPF para. 81]. CB - 

Runnymede are of a similar mind, but here the Sustainability Appraisal of course has to 

consider biodiversity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

5. EU Referendum Decision 

MW - Given range of possible Brexit negotiation outcomes, and considerable period 

ahead of any certainty, we can only advise and practice ‘business as usual’ for now. 
AS - suggested lobbying our MPs for retention of EU-driven environmental legislation. 

But if there is a general election before we leave Europe the MPs could change. A recent 

‘Law in Action’ programme on Radio 4 on the EU referendum was recommended. 
DP - suggested lobbying campaigning organisations like the RSPB. MC confirmed the 

RSPB will be stepping up its outward campaigning role over this issue. 
SE has often had to use EU-driven law where national law deficient. There is concern for 

the future of the Habitats and Birds Directives in the EU itself as a planned conference in 

the Netherlands has now been cancelled. Thinks it may be too early to lobby MPs as they 

have other priorities at present. Single Farm Payment (CAP), Higher Level Stewardship 

Agreements, Life Fund all implicated. 
SC suggested we ask the SNP board to provide a position. MW to discuss with SJC 
SE - will future UK legislation stay as strong as the current EU legislation? MW said that 

the EU Habitats/Birds Directives are largely the EU’s collective response to international 

agreements such as the Bern Convention, to which member states can also be 

independent signatories (as with the UK), so this could have a bearing on retention. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MW 

6. Partner Updates 

Dave Page (Elmbridge BC) 
 EBC have a new green spaces contractor but there are issues with hay cut 

specifications. 

 Small red damselfly has been re-found at Esher Common. 

 Esher Common South - has received SANG money. 

 BOAs have recently featured in planning decisions around a proposed permanent 

traveller site (subsequently refused).. 

Mike Coates (RSPB) 
 Recently recruited x2 new conservation officers. 
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 Farnham Woods RSPB supporting record x10 Nightjar pairs this year; had x100 

calling male Field crickets (reintroduced/only population in Surrey); the 

translocated Sand lizard population has bred for the first time this year. 

Simon Elson (SCC) 
 Has recently hosted SNP board visit to Holmethorpe, esp. relevant ref. 

Biodiversity Offsetting agenda. 

Helen Cocker (Surrey Countryside Partnership) 
 Lower Mole Project currently tackling Non-native Invasive Species. 

 Downlands Partnership has been undertaking Ragwort pulling; has a Grazing 

Assistant vacancy; Alan Brown is the new Senior Partner. 

 Surrey Heathlands Project is currently planning its winter work. 

Gail Jeffcoate (Butterfly Conservation) 
 Butterfly Conservation’s SE England Regional Action Plan - currently filling in the 

gaps for Priority species. 

 Training workshops are being held for monitoring Priority species such as the 

white-letter hairstreak.  

 Small blue currently having a good year. 

Peter Winfield (Runnymede BC) 
 Chertsey Meads LNR hosted the SWT Bioblitz last year (2015) and the species 

records have now influenced the Action Plan where relevant. 

 St George’s College is adjacent to Chertsey Meads and wants to produce a 

mutually compatible action plan, so both sites would be treated as one unit. 

 RBC has been encouraging landowners to carry out tree works along the 

Chertsey Bourne, in order to reduce shading and therefore to recover the scarce 

plant Greater dodder, as much of the river bank is very shaded. 

Ann Sankey (Surrey Botanical Society) 
 Large recording effort this year for the BSBI and SBS. Atlas Monad surveys to be 

completed by 2020 aiming to record all plant species in all square kms of the 

county. 

 Sea stork’s-bill has been found at Hurst Park opposite Hampton Court (Elmbridge 

borough). This probably came in from old tidal dredgings as the Thames used to 

be tidal here. First record since the 1840s when it was recorded in Farnham. 

Harry Clarke (Effingham Neighbourhood Plan) 
 Silver-studded blue discovered this year on Hambledon Common. But apparently 

lost from Horsell Common as habitat is no longer suitable. MW noted robust 

heathland maintenance management at Dawney Hill near Pirbright this year, 

where there is a strong population of S-sb, but flying there in good numbers 

recently. DP recorded over 100 silver-studded blues in his transect. Dark green 

fritillary has been recorded 10km west of previous range (at Seale on Hog’s Back) 

Cheryl Brunton (Runnymede BC)  
 RBC’s Local Plan Issues, Options & Preferred Approaches Consultation starts 

next week and is open for 6 weeks [recently extended to 26/08]. RBC would 

particularly welcome biodiversity comments as they don’t have in-house planning 

expertise. MW will be responding for this group/SNP. 

 CB would like to remain a member of this group. 

Rod Shaw (Mole Valley DC) 
 MVDC’s Local Plan remains at an early stage. The constraints analysis (Green 
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Belt, flooding, biodiversity etc) will take further 2-3 months. 

 MVDC is currently consulting with SWT about commissioning a review of Mole 

Valley SNCIs. 

 25th September is World Rivers Day and MVDC is hosting a celebratory event on 

the River Mole. All help welcome.  

Pete Howarth (Epsom & Ewell BC) 
 Currently working with the Surrey Bryophytes recorder updating the list of rare 

mosses and liverworts in the borough, and also for SE Region. Is helping verify the 

bryophytes list for the SoN report.  

Stewart Cocker (Epsom & Ewell BC) 
 Oak processionary moth (OPM) has been confirmed on Epsom Common. It has 

been in the borough for 18 months, including at Horton Country Park. Epsom 

Common SSSI is partly designated for nationally rare invertebrates and the tree 

hosting OPM is a veteran oak, where control measures could impact the notified 

invert interest. E&E is liaising with City of London regarding adjacent Ashtead 

Common. 

 Ash dieback (Chalara) also present in a few sites inc. Horton Country Park. It 

seems to affect saplings mostly. 

 E&E BC still hasn’t yet received Single Farm Payments from the RPA. 

 Downy emerald dragonfly noted on Epsom Common after a long time gap. 

 Hogsmill Catchment Partnership met on 24/06. Hosting South East Rivers Trust 

(SERT) likely to have money to spend on suitable project arising from a local 

pollution regulatory breach by Thames Water plc. 

Debbie Cousins (Environment Agency) 
 Water Framework Directive - there are a number of fish (migratory) passes being 

looked at on the Wey catchment: Farnham gauging weir is complete; construction 

of a fish pass on Hell’s Ditch near Westbrook Mill, Godalming is due to start 

September 2016; a feasibility study for one on Shalford Mill (the Tillingbourne) 

will happen this year; fish passes to be constructed at Hamm Court, Walsham and 

Millmead (Guildford) as part of the EA’s weir refurbishment project. 

 Godalming flood alleviation scheme due to start in 2017 and may involve 

diversion of the Hell’s Ditch through the Lammas Lands. 

 Burpham Court Farm - ongoing discussions on wetland habitat creation and a fish 

by-pass channel. 

 Sagittaria latifolia (known as ‘Duck potato’), a relatively new N-NIS was spotted on 

the River Ock at Godalming by the EA, the first record for this area and possibly 

for Surrey. 

 Ladywell Woods SNCI has a lake (online to the Ock) that has drained due to a 

failing sluice. The EA would prefer it stay drained, to facilitate eventual restoration 

of the original watercourse. No up-to-date SNCI potential impact data as 

Waverley SNCI re-survey is very out-of-date. However the EA is in discussion 

with Local Sites Partnership/SWT and the landowners. 

 Flood Defence Consents are now replaced by Flood Risk Assessment permits and 

now driven by different legislation, ie. the Environmental Permitting Regulations. If 

anyone wishes to carry out any work in/under/over/within 8m of a Main river, 

please contact the EA for advice. 
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7. AOB 

MW - Little egret now breeding in Surrey (admin County), somewhere in the Mole 

Valley. 

DP - At an organisational level Natural England’s absence/availability to supply advice is 

becoming very obvious in Surrey. This is due to an acknowledged lack of resource. 

SC - Are the Biodiversity WG proceedings a regular agenda item at SNP Board meetings? 

If not, can we request that they become so. 

PW - How should the Bio WG feed information up to the board? – ie. a governance 

issue. MW to discuss with SJC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

MW 

 
Date of next meeting; 

Friday 30th September 2016, 10.00-13.00. Venue Horton Country Park, Epsom. 

Papers nearer the date; please let MW know if you will be attending. 
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Appendix 1. Model planning condition – regulation of tree planting in 

landscaping specifications. 

 

 

Biosecurity and Tree Planting 

All trees produced abroad but purchased for transplanting shall spend at least one 
full growing season on a UK nursery and be subjected to a pest and disease control 
programme. Evidence of this control programme, together with an audit trail of when 
and where trees were imported from, how long they have been in the nursery, and 
where they are to be planted will be supplied to the Planning Authority prior to the 
commencement of any tree planting. 

Reason  

Biosecurity is very important to minimise the risks of pests and diseases being 
imported into the UK and introduced into the environment. 

 

 
 

 


