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Biodiversity Working Group 
Leatherhead Institute 

 
Wednesday 3rd May 2017 10:00-13:00 

Minutes 
 1. 

 
Present: 
Mike Waite (Chair/Surrey Wildlife Trust); Simon Elson (Surrey CC); Stewart Cocker (Epsom 
& Ewell BC); John Edwards (Surrey CC); Ann Sankey (Surrey Botanical Society); Peter 
Winfield (Runnymede BC); Alistair Kirk (Surrey Biodiversity Information Centre); Helen 
Cocker (Surrey Countryside Partnership); Rod Shaw (Mole Valley DC); Tracey Haskins 
(Woking BC); James Stanfield (Woking BC);  Cheryl Brunton (Runnymede BC); Hendryk 
Jurk (Guildford BC); Ross Baker/Lynn Whitfield (Surrey Bat Group) 

 Apologies: 
Jo Heisse (Environment Agency); Jim Jones (Surrey Wildlife Trust); Francesca Taylor 
(Environment Agency); Sarah Jane Chimbwandira (Surrey Nature Partnership/SWT); Gail 
Jeffcoate (Butterfly Conservation); Georgina Terry (Natural England) 

2a. The minutes of the meeting 10th January were agreed subject to minor 
corrections at 2b and 5 (GJ’s update). 

Action 

2b. Matters Arising: 
Sites of Nature Conservation Importance – Review work programme 
AK has produced the draft Surrey Local Sites Partnership ‘Terms of Reference’ 
document and has consulted on this with members of the LSP, but other 
comments welcome. Section on ‘Legislation’ and SNCI ‘identification-to-
adoption’ flow chart to be added.  
LSP webpage on the SNP website to be scoped and inserted. 

Langley Bottom Farm/WW1 Centenary Woodland 
AS reported that the Woodland Trust Open Spaces Advisory Group had been 
set up comprising respected members of national bodies such as Plantlife and 
is Chaired by Rob Fairbanks (Surrey Hills AONB Director). A meeting was held 
with WT and local interested parties on /03 to gain assurances around the 
conservation of the rare biodiversity interest (principally botanical & birds). 
However despite WT’s EIA failing to reference all available data (inc. full SBS 
records data-base) due to an oversight, the WT does not intend to amend 
their planting lay-out plans. MW will talk to Jenny Schofield WT and invite to 
join BWG. 

Biodiversity Net Gain 
MW had previously circulated guidance from the Environment Bank on this 
topic; links to their planning toolkit repeated here. A new document from 
consultants Parsons Brinckerhoff is also available, see here. 

River Thames Scheme 
Record of Surrey Stakeholder Workshop held in December available from 
MW. SE now involved in SCC Environment Group, meeting EA on 8/05. PW; 
previous meetings had been very specific around preferred route issues and 
may miss wider opportunities. 
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http://www.environmentbank.com/files/eb-planning-toolkit-england-march2017.pdf
http://www.wsp-pb.com/Globaln/UK/WSPPB%20Biodiversity%20whitepaper.pdf
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3. Housing White Paper; stand-out implications for biodiversity 
On 7/02/17 the government published the Housing White Paper: Fixing our 
broken housing market. The government’s ambition is to fix the broken 
housing market and build the homes England needs. There was a consultation 
on the proposals in the White Paper which ran to 2/05. 
The government has concluded that the problem is threefold:-  
Not enough local authorities are planning for the homes they need; House 
building is simply too slow; The construction industry is too reliant on a small 
number of big players. 

The Wildlife Trusts issued a critique early on in the consultation available 
here. Key areas include: 

Government recognises (page 14) that development is about far more than 
just building homes. Communities need roads, rail links, schools, shops, GP 
surgeries, parks, playgrounds and a sustainable natural environment. 

Green Belt. Government proposes to amend the National Planning Policy 
Framework to indicate that where land is removed from the Green Belt, local 
policies should require the impact to be offset by compensatory 
improvements to the environmental quality/accessibility of remaining Green 
Belt land. 

Protected Species. Para 2.4 of the White Paper cites excessive bureaucracy in 
protecting species like great crested newts as one of the issues slowing down 
the building of new homes. Para 2.27 reiterates this and refers to the Natural 
England & Woking Borough Council pilot to streamline the licensing system 
for managing great crested newts. States intention to roll this out to help 
other local authorities speed up the delivery of housing and other 
development. 

Ancient Woodlands (and Local Wildlife Sites). Government proposes to 
clarify which national policies are regarded as providing a strong reason to 
restrict development in plan-making (para A.38) and decision-making in 
development management: it is proposed that these are limited to those 
listed currently at NPPF footnote 9, with the addition of Ancient Woodland 
and aged or veteran trees; essentially that these would no longer be set out 
as ‘examples’ but as an inclusive, clear list. While the addition of Ancient 
Woodland here is useful, there is concern this definitive list would not then 
include/refer to eg. Local Wildlife Sites, undesignated sites of SSSI quality, 
areas of importance for protected species etc. 

There was some discussion around this, and specifically the definition of aged 
vs. veteran trees, see here. Suspected aged=ancient (probably the govt.’s 
misnomer).  
 

 

4. Natural England - current strategic priorities  

It has not been possible for NE to attend for this item but the BWG would 
welcome a presentation at the next meeting in September. A link to 
Conservation 21: Natural England’s conservation strategy for the 21st century 
is here.  

 
GT/MW 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/590043/Fixing_our_broken_housing_market_-_housing_white_paper.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/590043/Fixing_our_broken_housing_market_-_housing_white_paper.pdf
http://bit.ly/2mGwkey
http://www.ancienttreeforum.co.uk/ancient-trees/what-are-ancient-veteran-trees/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/562046/conservation-21.pdf
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5. Surrey’s State of Nature  
MW thanked BWG for their comments. Published document is due end-May. 
Currently being designed. Plan is to launch to coincide with SWT’s ‘30 Days 
Wild’ campaign in June. A limited run of x500 hard copies will require 
distribution. Proposed to mail-out under a suitable covering letter to a list of 
key Surrey addresses; contact names needed. Helpful if members can suggest 
these. PW suggested a summary version, MW to consider. Everyone thought 
this was an excellent report. Data-tables (Surrey Species of Conservation 
Concern lists) will be available as a download only. 

 
 
 
 

All/MW 

6.  Partner Updates 

CB Runnymede BC Local Plan ‘Issues & Options’ consultation is about to 
begin. 
HJ; Guildford BC Proposed Submission Local Plan: Strategy & Sites pre-
consultation underway; main consultation upcoming in June-July. GBC 
Countryside Vision about to be published, along with a Rural Economy 
Strategy document. HJ currently working on development of Burpham Court 
Farm as part-SANG and part-nature reserve with appropriate public access. 
PW; has recently been to Longcross Garden Village; is impressed by quality of 
planned Green Infrastructure. 
SC; Management plans for 100yr period agreed by E&E BC after battle with 
accountants. BAP working Group has sent letter to WT about Langley Bottom 
Farm. The Oak processionary moth on both Ashtead and Epsom Commons 
has been consented by NE consent for spray treatment (nest removal cost 
£100 for 1 tree). Ash dieback is now common sight. 
SWT Planning Services Roadshow delivered to E&E in February. Where next – 
Guildford? 
HC; 22,000 Volunteer hours achieved by Countryside Partnerships in last year 
and £140k contract work on heathlands. Chipstead Downs LNR to be declared 
in June. 
RS; Mole Valley Local Issues & Options consultation to open in July. Jim Jones 
undertaking enhancements on River Mole through Leatherhead. 
JS; Great Crested Newts in Woking, 1st tranche of 5 year works on Westfield 
Common finished. NE confirmed that developers can start making 
contributions to then ‘use’ site as mitigation. Peregrines in Woking, see link; 
http://www.wokingperegrines.com/  Upcoming series of talks about Natural 
Woking; JS to supply timetable. LW asked about roll out of GCN approach to 
bats. NE will be meeting  Woking  to discuss this further. 
LW & RB; Surrey Bat Group has 2 current areas of research; Nathusius’ 
pipistrelle survey is continuing, and a Small woodland bats survey to find out 
more about the recently-recognised Alcathoe whiskered bat Myotis alcathoe. 
Main national population of latter appears to be in West Sussex and Surrey. 
There are still no known breeding roosts for Barbastelle in Surrey. Re. bats in 
development, becoming essential to undertake trapping surveys (rather than 
just bat detectors) for developments near woodland. 
AS; is talking to SJC about sourcing funding for an inventory of unimproved 
grassland. Emma Berry (SWT) will be drawing up a project brief to take out to 
potential sponsors. 
AK; Record number of recorders at meeting in February. The LSP meeting in 
March spotlighted the need for the Terms of Reference document, Wisley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.guildford.gov.uk/article/20041/New-Countryside-Vision-for-improving-recreation-and-wildlife-habitat
https://www.guildford.gov.uk/article/20147/New-Rural-Economic-Strategy-supports-local-communities-in-shaping-their-futures
https://www.guildford.gov.uk/article/20147/New-Rural-Economic-Strategy-supports-local-communities-in-shaping-their-futures
http://www.wokingperegrines.com/
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Airfield SNCI/proposed new settlement being the most complex discussion. 
SBIC will be collating the Single Data List for September deadline and JE will 
be asking for data returns over the summer. 
TH; New focus on Swifts in Woking - surveys being undertaken as part of a 
swift project and sightings requested. 
SE; concerned about lack of awareness of biodiversity issues amongst 
new/young planners. Work continues on Holmesdale BOA. Bioblitz at Tice’s 
Meadow 28-30th April, see here. RSPB is continuing Nature After Minerals 
NAM) continuity project. 
MW; reported on behalf of EA are setting up a natural flood management 
project upstream of Dorking on the Pipp Brook. Jo Heisse is contact.  
SWT – new Nower Wood Education Centre launched last week, will be a 
major asset for Surrey. 
SyNP   
• new Natural Capital Investment Plan Synopsis articulates what a natural 
capital investment plan for Surrey would aim to achieve and how this would 
be implemented.  If anyone would like a copy please let MW or SJC know – 
currently draft recognises that to prepare full Plan requires additional 
resource.  
• Recent workshop held jointly with The Aldersgate Group which brought 
together those with investment industry expertise and those with 
conservation expertise.  There was representation from all over the country 
and from Defra, WWF, Green Investment Bank etc.  The aim of the workshop 
was to find ways to develop systematic investment in our natural capital.  The 
event went well and SyNP will continue to push this approach.   
• Draft State of Surrey’s Nature was reported to Board and well received, this 
along with BOA statements and maps are key to the Natural Capital 
Investment Plan. 
• In addition a further workshop was held focussing on developing a targeted 
pitch to businesses to encourage investment in natural capital on which they 
rely or have an impact.  Again this was well received and it is likely that a pilot 
project in Guildford will emerge over the next two or three months. 
• Health & Wellbeing Group will meet in June. 
JE; current refresh of Surrey Infrastructure Study; request for GI projects to 
be included, further details to be sent to BioWG. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JE 
 
 

 AOB 
SC 26/07 is date of Bioblitz at Horton Country Park. 
 
Date of next meeting: 27th September 10.00 – 13.00, venue tbc 
 

 

   

 

http://www.ticesmeadow.org/2017/04/2017-spring-bioblitz.html

